
 Lesson Title Plan Your Own City 

OBJECTIVE 

SS8H2 Analyze the colonial period of Georgia’s history. 

 d. Explain the transition of Georgia into a royal colony with regard to land ownership, slavery, alcohol, and 

government. 

BACKGROUND 

James Oglethorpe’s plan for the city of Savannah consisted of a series of squares laid out in a grid 

pattern. Each square was considered the center of a ward, with four sections of ten smaller lots, 

called tythings, at each corner of the square. The east and west sides of the square held four larg-

er trust lots, originally intended to hold larger buildings for public use. If you could start Savannah 

from scratch, how would you design the layout of the city? Using the blank map provided, create 

your own city, making sure to address as many of the needs and wants of your citizens as you can! 

GEORGIA STANDARDS 

After examining primary source materials to learn about the founding of colonial Savannah, 

Georgia, students will create their own version of a city plan from scratch. 

VOCABULARY 

Trust Lot: A plot of land allocated for civic services, typically containing larger buildings like churches, gov-

ernment facilities, schools, marketplaces, or other miscellaneous services to be used by the public. 

Tything: A group of ten small individual house lots intended for private residences or small businesses. 

Ward: The name of the square-shaped unit that James Oglethorpe used to create the city plan of Savannah, 

each containing four trust lots, a public square in the center, and four tythings at the corners of each square. 



3   Students will split into smaller groups (2-4) to begin brainstorming their version of a city plan 

using the same metrics Oglethorpe employed originally. Each group of students will sketch 

designs of their own unique ward layout that will be used to create their city. 

Parameters: Each ward will need to contain at least two trust lots, two tythings (made up of a to-

tal of 10 individual housing plots), and at least one kind of community/park space, but the over-

all layout is up to you! This design will be used all throughout your entire city, so make sure 

your design can be repeated over and over to create your city plan.  

Tip: Try to address as many fellow citizens’ needs and wants as you can in your city plan, 

keeping in mind what resources may need to be delivered through the port. 

1   Begin by examining the at-

tached maps of James Ogle-

thorpe’s original city plan 

with students. Start by dis-

cussing the definitions of 

wards, squares, trust lots, and 

tythings featured on Map A. 

Then, while looking at Map B 

together, take some time to 

closely examine the map key. 

(refer to the Discussion Ques-

tions on the next page) 

2    As a class, create a list of all 

necessary natural resources 

required to sustain a small 

civilization, taking note of 

what materials could be 

sourced locally and what 

would need to be imported. 

After taking stock of all availa-

ble resources, students will 

create a separate two-column 

list detailing the needs and 

wants of the citizens (fellow 

classmates). 

INSTRUCTIONS: 



5   When completed, each group will briefly share with the rest of class how they came to their 

final design. During class discussion, they may share what needs/wants they were able to ad-

dress, how and why they designed their wards to look the way they do, and what challenges 

they may have faced when trying to come up with their final design. 

6   After each group has shared their designs, hang up all the city plans on the board to compare 

and contrast all together. Discuss as a class the strengths and weaknesses of Oglethorpe’s 

original design in comparison to students’ re-imagined cities. 

4   Once a final ward layout is decided, students will draw out their final city plan on the blank 

map provided.  (Feel free to refer to the Example Ward Designs on the next page) 

First, they will mark the location of their shipping port with a symbol that will be noted on their 

map key. 

Second, students will begin laying out the position of their wards, making sure to draw roads 

that connect everything to their port. All roads, waterways, trust lots, tythings, parks, and natu-

ral resources/industries should be recorded on their map key as they go. Oglethorpe used let-

ters to label trust lots, so feel free to borrow his naming technique, or use numbers, symbols, 

or different colors for each lot type! 

Tip: Make sure to label the intended use for each trust lot within different wards (i.e. library, 

daycare, gym, courthouse, church, community center, art studio, workshop, etc.) 



D—Lot on which the Episco-

pal Church stood before the 

fire of November 1796 

E—Artillery ground and La-

boratory 

F—German Lutheran Church 

H—Court House 

I—Presbyterian Meeting 

House 

S—Filature or City Hall 

T—Parsonage Lot 

19—Franklin Ward-Baptist 

Meeting House 

19—Columbia Ward Meth-

odist 

19—Liberty Ward Roman 

Catholic Chapel 

a—The Exchange 

b— Public Market 

c—New Goal and Work 

House 

d—Tobacco Inspection 

e—Ground allotted for a 

Hospital and Poor House 

f—Ground allotted for an 

Academy 

g—Distillery at Spring Hill 

h—The Dwelling House of 

George Woodruff Esqr. 

i—Rice Machines 

k—Saw Mill 

l—Fish Market 

m—Public Docks 

n—Negro Meeting 

o—Public Pumps 

R—United States Bank 

P—Fort Wayne 

r—Trustees Gardens 

s—Johnston & Robertson’s 

t—Burying Ground 

u—Theatre 

W—A Bake House 

X—A Well at Fair Lawn 

y—An old chimney 

Z—Negro Burying Ground 

REFERENCE  (transcript) 

Pre-Activity Discussion Questions: 

• While looking at the map key, what types of indus-

tries are listed within the original city plan?  

• What industries do you notice are missing from this 

list that would benefit a city like Savannah? 

Hint: Make sure to take the time period into account! 

What do we need/want in the 21st century that citi-

zens didn't have in the 18th century (and vice versa)?  

• What types of services or public buildings do you 

think the citizens of your classroom need to build 

and maintain a whole city?  

Hint: Make sure to consider what your citizens’ fami-

lies and friends may need! Try to consider the needs 

of different age groups, backgrounds, levels of in-

come, and physical abilities. 

• Are your needs different from colonial Savan-

nahians? If so, how and why? 

• What are the kinds of additional buildings or public 

spaces that citizens want after all their needs are 

met?  

Hint: Consider what things come to mind when you 

imagine a fun, welcoming, and safe place to live. As 

the architect of your own city, feel free to dream big! 



Sample Ward 2 

Sample Ward 1 

Sample Ward 3 

EXAMPLE WARD DESIGNS: 

Get creative with your ward designs. Feel free to draw 

inspiration from Oglethorpe’s plan, these samples, or 

create something entirely new! 

Tip: Basic shapes are the easiest to draw over and over, 

but more complicated, organic shapes could work too! 
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Map A: 
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Map B: 

https://dlg.usg.edu/record/guan_hmap_hmap1812h6
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