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OBJECTIVE

Students will closely examine primary source documents and create an interpretive map to
better understand the connections between westward expansion, the Dahlonega Gold
Rush, the Trail of Tears, and the expansion of slavery prior to the Civil War.

BACKGROUND

In October 1828, gold was discovered in Dahlonega, Georgia, present-day Lumpkin County,
on Cherokee lands and sparked the Georgia Gold Rush. This discovery, along with consider-
ations about westward expansion, prompted legislators to enact a series of laws against
indigenous nations within the region. Five years after President Jackson signed the Indian
Removal Act of 1830, just three weeks after George Owens joined his first legislative session
in the U.S. House of Representatives, a minority of leaders from the Cherokee Nation and
envoys of the US government drafted the Treaty of New Echota. This legislative action ced-
ed all Cherokee lands east of the Mississippi River in exchange for $5 million and title to
lands in Indian Territory, present-day Oklahoma. This act initiated the forced removal of the
Cherokee from their ancestral homeland, now referred to as the Trail of Tears.

GEORGIA STANDARDS

SS8H4 Explain significant factors that affected westward expansion in Georgia between 1789 and 1840.

e. Analyze how key people (John Ross, John Marshall, and Andrew Jackson) and events (Dahlonega
Gold Rush and Worcester v. Georgia) led to the removal of the Cherokees from Georgia known as the
Trail of Tears

L6-8RHSS7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other infor-
mation in print and digital texts.

VOCABULARY

Historical Interpretation: the process in which we describe, analyze, evaluate, and create an expla-

nation of past events based on primary (first-hand) and secondary (scholarly) historical sources.

Westward Expansion: the 19th-century movement of settlers, agriculture, and industry into the
American West predominantly fueled by the Gold Rush, the Oregon Trail, and the goal of achieving
“manifest destiny.”
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Pre-Activity Prep: Print out the blank Georgia county map provided and TELFAIR

distribute to each student. Print out or use a projector to enlarge the I I MUSEUMS
maps provided so students may reference them throughout this activity.
Links to the Library of Congress website containing high-resolution, in-
teractive scans are included beneath each available historic map!

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Examine Map A together as a class. Using a blue color pencil, have students outline signifi-
cant waterways throughout the state.
(Hint: be sure to include the Savannah, Chattahoochee, Altahama/Ocmulgee,
and Ogeechee rivers).

2. Next, examine Map B as a class to identify the principal gold region. Using a color
pencil, have students shade the area where gold was discovered in Georgia
(Hint: refer to county names to determine accurate boundaries for this region).

3. While looking at Maps C, D, and E, find the ancestral homelands of the Seminole, Creek, and
Cherokee people. Then, using a red color pencil, shade the counties where the Cherokee
people lived before the passage of the Indian Removal Act.

4. Examine Map F that shows the approximate sizes and locations of the Owens family planta-
tions throughout Georgia as a class. Have students mark their locations on their map by un-
derlining the county names using a green color pencil. Then, have students look at their map
and circle the plantation(s) that overlapped with the Cherokee land lost through the Indian
Removal Act. Finally, using a purple color pencil, have students shade the county where Sa-
vannah is located.

5. Once completed, go over the following discussion questions together:
Q1: In what ways did natural waterways and resources fuel westward expansion?

(A: Natural waterways allowed for fertile lands throughout the state resulting in ability to in-
crease production of agricultural goods, and they provided transportation routes for the
movement of goods and people.)

Q2: How are natural resources connected to the Treaty of New Echota?

(A: The discovery of gold brought in a new possibility of wealth, fertile lands for agricultural
production, and waterways made for easy inland transportation.)

Q3: Can you identify what personal interests someone like George Owens had in supporting the
Indian Removal Act?

(A: By supporting the Indian Removal Act and legislation like the Treaty of New Echota,
George Owens was able to expand his own land holdings, purchasing some of the newly ac-
quired land. Note: the Guinas plantation later became the Owens family’s seasonal residence.)
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Map of Georgia Waterways

Source: GISGeography.com
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Bonner’s Map of the State of Georgia with the addition of its Geological Features.

Published by W. T. Williams, Savannah, 1849.
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3921¢.ct009970
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Map of the State of Georgia, drawn from actual surveys and the most authentic information.

(By Carlton Wellborn (Late Surveyor General) and Orange Green 1830).
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3920.tr000287
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Map E Detail
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A Map of that part of Georgia...1831: label detail.

Transcript:

This interesting Tract of country contains four millions three hundred & sixty six thousand
five hundred & fifty four Acres, many rich Gold Mines, & many delightful Situations, &
though in some parts mountainous, Some of the richest Land belonging to the State.

By John Bethune, Surveyor General of the State of Georgia
Agent for the Surveyors
Milledgeville July 8th, 1831.
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(*Plantations with unknown specific locations are noted in parenthesis beneath their underlined county name)
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Morse’s North American Atlas: Map of Georgia (c. 1842-1845)
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3300m.gct00223
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