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COVER: Jen Stark (American, b. 1983); Cones, 2019; vinyl fabric, electric fan. OPPOSITE: Visitors at a previous exhibition featuring the work of David Gumbs. 

Since joining Telfair in 2020, one of my biggest priorities as director has been to expand 
access to our amazing exhibitions and programs across the Coastal Empire, and to elevate 
the reputation and profile of the museum regionally and nationally. If you’ve been following the 
local news lately, you’ve likely seen the nearly wall-to-wall coverage of our next big step in that 
direction: providing more free museum access for families in our region. Starting April 1, at the 
Jepson Center and Telfair Academy we began waiving Saturday and Sunday admission fees 
for residents of six counties—Chatham, Bryan, Effingham, and Liberty (Georgia), and Beaufort 
and Jasper (South Carolina)—through August 28. That’s 44 additional days of free admission 
this year, made possible by our donors, members, and a host of generous sponsors, including 
The Hodge Foundation, Stony Point Foundation, and Taylor Automotive. In its first weekend 
alone, the program provided free admission to hundreds of people who otherwise may not 
have come through our doors, many visiting for the first time with family, friends, and social 
and church groups. We couldn’t be more pleased!

The free weekends are tied to the opening and closing dates of our biggest exhibition of 2022, 
The Art of William O. Golding: Hard Knocks, Hardships, and Lots of Experience, a landmark 
presentation organized by Harry DeLorme Jr., senior curator and director of education, and our 
talented education and curatorial teams. If you haven’t yet been by the Jepson Center to see 
it, I hope you’ll visit soon to marvel at the 70-plus works on display by this unique self-taught 
artist, and then stop by the museum store to check out the original, Telfair-produced catalogue 
highlighting Golding’s drawings and incredible life story. You will also be treated to a range 
of other eye-popping exhibitions including the fun and provocative summer show BLOW UP: 
Inflatable Contemporary Art. 

When you visit us, and as you’re traveling throughout the city over the next few months, you’ll 
be seeing more signs of the museum’s presence in our community. Our exceptional marketing 
team, led by Bri Salley, director of marketing and communications, has been hard at work 
expanding Telfair’s visibility, with new signage at some of our sites, regional billboards, spots 
on local TV and radio, news and magazine features, and even a recent write-up of our Golding 
exhibition in Forbes. The floodgates are opening ...

As we continue to shape the museum’s long-term vision and impact through our strategic 
planning sessions, our core mission of “Telfair for All” remains at the heart of everything we do. 

Thank you for being an important part of the Telfair Museums family!

Benjamin T. Simons
Executive Director/CEO
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BLOW UP: Inflatable Contemporary Art
May 27–September 18 | Jepson Center
Telfair Museums presents an exhibition that is massive in 
size but very light in weight. Explore the imaginative ways 
that artists use air as a tool for creating larger-than-life 
sculptures. Nine installation projects will fill the Jepson 
Center’s galleries to delight and disorient visitors with 
this unusual medium, shaking up traditional associations 
of inflatables with balloons, beach toys, and blimps. 
As a group, these demonstrate the wealth of visual 
possibilities for inflatable art, from playfully familiar 
subjects to colorful abstractions and thought-provoking 
conceptual work.

BLOW UP features an international roster of artists 
and art collectives who are new to Telfair but well 
known in contemporary art circles for exhibits at Art 
Basel Miami and at other art fairs and museums. 
Some, such as Canadian Max Streicher and the Los 
Angeles–based team FriendsWithYou, are pioneers 
in the manipulation of space and air, while others 
have never previously worked in the inflatable 
medium and take on fresh challenges for this show. 
Additional artists include Nicole Banowetz, Sharon 
Engelstein, Joshua Harker, Susan Lee-Chun, Matt 
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Ritchie, Lizabeth Rossof, and Jen Stark. Their works use 
bold colors, pop culture references, and overwhelming 
scale to address an array of serious themes, including 
consumerism, climate change, cultural identity, and mortality. 

Despite their ambitious and fearless use of space, these 
inflatable artworks are fundamentally fragile and will 
require special care by Telfair’s staff. Every morning an 
army of motorized fans will inflate the works and run 
steadily to maintain tension, before supervised deflation 
at closing time. Don’t miss the magic of this cycle and 
the opportunity for inflatables to challenge your definitions 
of art. 

BLOW UP was organized by Carrie Lederer, Curator of 
Exhibitions, Bedford Gallery at the Lesher Center for the Arts 
in Walnut Creek, CA. This exhibition is the second iteration 
of BLOW UP, which was also curated and traveled by Bedford 
Gallery. The presentation of this exhibition at Telfair Museums 
is designed by Alex Mann, director of curatorial affairs and chief 
curator.

Investment provided by the City of Savannah and the Georgia 
Council for the Arts.

view

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Need captions.

CLOCKWISE: Sharon Engelstein 
(Canadian, b. 1965); Seeker, 2012; 
nylon fabric, electric fan. Lizabeth 
Rossof (American, b. 1973); 5 
XI’AN AMERICAN WARRIORS, 
2019; ylon fabric, electric fansJosh 
Harker (American, b. 1970); Crania 
Geodesica: Palloncino Anatomica, 
2019; painted vinyl fabric, electric 
fan. Jen Stark (American, b. 1983); 
Cones, 2019; vinyl fabric, electric fan



telfair.org4 telfair.org4

Gothic Soul focuses on the tumultuous life and work 
of Charles Meryon (1821–1868), a French artist who 
devoted himself to etching after discovering he was 
colorblind. The illegitimate son of a dancer in the Paris 
Opéra and an English physician, Meryon pursued a 
career in the French Navy, where he learned to draw. This 
exhibition will present a sweeping view of his oeuvre, from 
etchings of the South Pacific, inspired by his travels as a 
naval officer, to now-iconic depictions of Paris during the 
Gothic Revival. Over 30 works will be on view, the majority 
on loan from a private collector. Telfair’s permanent 
collection works, including a selection of reproductions of 
Meryon’s etchings of Paris, gifted to the United States by 
the French nation after World War II, will also be on view. 

This exhibition is organized by Telfair Museums and curated by Anne-
Solène Bayan, assistant curator.

THIS PAGE: Charles Meryon (French, 1821–1868); 
College Henri IV, ou Lycée Napoleon, c. 1864 (iv/
xi); Collection of Thomas R. Broker. Le Stryge, 
1853 (vi/vi); Collection of Thomas R. Broker. 
RIGHT:  La Tour de l’Horloge, c. 1852 (iv/x); 
Telfair Museums, Gift of Ingrid Rose in memory of 
Milton Rose, 2021.26.2.

Gothic Soul:  
Charles Meryon
August 19–January 8, 2023 | Jepson Center
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#art912, N/um
Through April 2023 | Jepson Center
N/um is a site-specific installation by Savannah and New 
York City-based artist Tafy LaPlanche, an Afro-Latina 
portrait artist, for the 2022 iteration of Telfair Museums’ 
Boxed In/Break Out project to activate the Jepson Center 
windows facing Barnard Street. The five paintings on view 
pull from LaPlanche’s native Haitian culture to consider 
the principal ritual of the healing dance in voodoo.

Hallie Ringle, Hugh Kaul Curator of Contemporary Art 
at the Birmingham Museum of Art and guest judge for 
Boxed In/Break Out, selected LaPlanche’s proposal 
because her work investigated “the relationship between 
healing, dance, and voodoo. Now that we’re years into 
the pandemic, we’ve been hearing a lot about vaccines, 
treatments, and wellness, and I love that LaPlanche 
thought about the many ways that cultures experience 
disease, medicine, and healing. The resulting works are 
beautiful, dynamic, and invigorating–just what the world 
needs right now.”

Boxed In/Break Out is part of Telfair Museums’ #art912 initiative, 
which is dedicated to raising the visibility and promoting the vitality 
of artists living and working in Savannah. This exhibition is organized 
by Telfair Museums and curated by Erin Dunn, curator of modern and 
contemporary art.  

DECONSTRUCTED
July 22–November 27 | Jepson Center
In dialogue with CONVERGENCE in the adjoining 
#art912 gallery, DECONSTRUCTED features over a 
dozen works created in the Southeast in the 20th 
and 21st centuries. Beyond a regional guiding thread, 
these objects from Telfair Museums’ permanent 
collection speak to the theme of deconstruction. 
Selected artists either shatter the illusionism of 
the picture plane or the spatial integrity of objects, 
while others emphasize the notion of destruction and 
fragmentation. This exhibition shines a light on nine 
artists with Southern ties, their radical perspectives, 
and distinct aesthetic voices. 

This exhibition is organized by Telfair Museums and curated by 
Anne-Solène Bayan, assistant curator.

CLOCKWISE: Tafy LaPlanche (American, b. 1991); Shoop, Shoop, Shoop, 2021; charcoal, 
graphite, and acrylic on canvas; courtesy of the artist. Rocío Rodríguez (Cuban-American, 
b. 1952); Parallel Worlds I, 2006; mixed media with colored pencils and crapas on paper; 

museum purchase with funds provided by Ronald J. Strahan in memory of Kirk Train 
Varnedoe, 2006.61. Thornton Dial Sr. (American, 1928–2016); Woman Posing with Flowers, 
1996; watercolor, charcoal and graphite on paper; gift of The Judith Alexander Foundation, 

2011.20.2; © 2022 Estate of Thornton Dial / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.
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Telfair acquires
artist book
by printmaker
Sauda Mitchell
Telfair Museums is pleased to share that Finding Aid, an 
accordion artist book featured in Sauda Mitchell’s recent 
#art912 exhibition Re-Cor-Dare, has been acquired for 
the museum’s permanent collection. Finding Aid is a 
tactile object that evokes a sensory experience through 
format, materiality, and texture. The work emerged out 
of Mitchell’s experience archiving the W.W. Law project 
site, a collection dedicated to prominent Civil Rights 
leader Westley Wallace Law (1923–2002). Finding Aid 
was her creative response to the challenges patrons 
encounter when conducting archival research for the first 
time. By embedding a digitally accessible feature of the 
QR code in the panels of the work, Mitchell shares the 
stories and connections of people during the Civil Rights 
era in Savannah through primary documents. From the 
heroic story of Virginia Kiah’s “Museum for the Masses” 
to the student protest at Savannah State, each panel 
focuses on a different story or connection emblematic of 
the struggle. The work ultimately exists as a catalyst for 
discussion and reflection by analyzing the past to help 
inform the future, serving as a robust celebration of the 
resilience of the human spirit.

Sauda Mitchell (American, b. 1981); 
Finding Aid, 2021; wood, cotton fabric, 

metal, paper, cardboard, and fibers; 
museum purchase, 2022.1.

Continuing  
Exhibitions
Terra Incognita: Prints by Tissot
Through July 11 | Jepson Center

Chul-Hyun Ahn: Beyond
Through August 7 | Jepson Center 

Beyond: Light, Color, and Illusion
Through August 7 | Jepson Center

The Art of William O. Golding:  
Hard Knocks, Hardships, and  
Lots of Experience
Through August 28 | Jepson Center

#art912, Late Afternoon near  
the Academy
Ongoing | Jepson Center

Katherine Sandoz: katniss
Ongoing | Jepson Center 

Savannah Scenes
Ongoing | Telfair Academy

Before Midnight: Bonaventure  
and the Bird Girl
Ongoing | Telfair Academy
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Free Family Days

Art Start:  
Stroller and 
Toddler Tours
Third Thursday of every month 
10:30–11:30am | Jepson Center
$5 per child
Adults: members free | non-members $12
Start your day with art with our new and combined 
programs! Once a month, our youngest patrons are 
invited to the Jepson Center for story time, a special 
tour, and an art activity. Strollers, crying babies, 
toddlers, and older siblings are all welcome here.  
Come play and learn with us!

May 19 | #art912 CONVERGENCE 
View and be inpired by the work of local artists.

June 16 | PULSE 
Technology in Art LED Throwies and Floaties!  

July 21 | BLOW UP 
Balloon Art!  

August 18 | William O. Golding
Making Flags

Free Weekends for 
Six Local Counties
By Benjamin T. Simons, Executive Director & CEO

In April, Telfair opened the largest retrospective to date 
of the work of self-taught African-American artist William 
O. Golding, The Art of William O. Golding: Hard Knocks, 
Hardships, and Lots of Experience, curated with an 
accompanying publication by Director of Education and 
Senior Curator Harry DeLorme. Born in Liberty County, 
Georgia, Golding was kidnapped on the Savannah 
waterfront at a very young age and spent the next five 
decades of his life at sea. In the 1930s, convalescing from 
chronic bronchitis in the Marine Hospital on Savannah’s 
Oglethorpe Square, Golding created a remarkable group 
of over 130 illustrations chronicling his life on the high 
seas aboard a range of vessels paying call at major 
ports around the world from Nova Scotia to Hong Kong. 
Golding’s work takes us on an imaginative journey from 
the busy post-bellum docks of Savannah to the most 
distant entrepots of the world, and presents a kind of 
visual autobiography, developed in retrospection, of a 
truly global life.
 
In an exciting new initiative, Telfair is now offering free 
admission to the Jepson Center and the Telfair Academy 
for area residents on weekends through August 28—
the largest and longest free admission ever offered in 
Telfair’s 136-year history, adding 44 free days in 2022. 
On Saturdays and Sundays from April 2-August 28,  
Telfair Museums is waiving admission fees at its two 
sites on Telfair Square to residents across a six-county 
region: Chatham, Bryan, Effingham, and Liberty (Georgia), 
and Beaufort and Jasper (South Carolina). With parking 
in downtown Savannah free on Sundays, this gives 
local residents of all backgrounds and incomes unpre- 
cedented access to these two buildings and the 
exhibitions they house.

Beyond the Golding show, the program makes available 
more than a dozen other exhibitions at the Jepson Center 
and the Telfair Academy during the promotion period, 
with a distinctive emphasis on works by Black artmakers 
and artists with connections to Savannah. Since we are 
here to serve our community, and to fulfill our mission 
of “art for all,” it is a huge personal priority of mine as 
director to expand accessibility for our community to all 
that Telfair offers. We wanted to do something special to 
commemorate this incredible exhibition and Golding’s 
life and work, while at the same time celebrating our 
whole community being back together, out and about. 
The conversation quickly evolved from, “How can we 
make this one amazing exhibition free?” to “How can 
we broaden access for thousands of people to join us in 
enjoying art and history again in person?” I’m thrilled that 
our trial run of the model is being offered during this major 
Telfair-organized exhibition with national importance and 
global resonance.

Investment is provided by the City of Savannah.

Juneteenth Free Family Day
June 18, 1–4pm | Jepson Center
Hands-on art activities will take place from 1–4pm. 
Drumming and libation ceremony will take place at 
1pm with performances to follow. 

BLOW UP Free Family Day
August 20, 10am–5pm | Jepson Center

Hands-on artmaking and inflatable art 
demonstrations from 1–4pm. Telfair offers a back-
to-school family event with activities based on the 
museum’s exhibition of large-scale inflatable art! The 
event will include balloon and sculpture activities, 
inflatable art by local artists, and bouncy house fun 
in Telfair Square.
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January is usually an exciting time at Telfair, when 
installation is underway for the museums’ PULSE Art + 
Technology Festival exhibitions. After a 2021 that was 
successful but very different, with the featured artist 
participating remotely and most programs taking place 
virtually, 2022 brought a refreshing return to both in-
person programming (moved to early March) and artists 
working on site at the museum. Baltimore-based artist 
Chul-Hyun Ahn was in Savannah for several days to install 
his amazing light sculptures for the current exhibition 
Chul-Hyun Ahn: Beyond at the Jepson Center, which you 
can see through August 7. 

The South Korea-born artist studied art in Busan before 
moving to the United States for graduate studies at the 
Maryland Institute College of Art. There, he transitioned 
from making realistic paintings of geometric forms in 
space to creating sculpture in which objects, mirrors, and 
lights produce illusions of infinite space.

Ahn’s work is hard to appreciate in still images. Sculptural 
elements and lighting are sandwiched between a standard 
mirror backing and, on the face, a one-way mirror similar 
to those seen in police dramas. In Ahn’s sculpture, the 
light diminishes as the reflection is repeated, creating the 
perception of immense depth. Subtle adjustments to the 

tilt of the mirrors can even suggest curving spaces. 
All of Ahn’s works are exquisitely-crafted, and some 
are designed in computer programs in advance to 
determine whether the illusions he seeks will work.
At Telfair, Ahn worked with Senior Designer/Senior 
Preparator Heath Ritch, Designer/Preparator Andrew 
Gatti, and Preparator “emeritus” Milutin Pavlovic to 
install large works such as Railroad (Curve to the 
Left), which appears to be a railroad track extending 
into the darkness, and Well, a vertigo-inducing 
sculpture that resembles a bottomless illuminated 
tunnel. It’s a bit nerve-wracking to watch our 
exhibitions team install huge sheets of glass, but all 
went smoothly, thanks to our team’s experience and 
a process that the artist has down to a science. 

In addition to Ahn, Sarasota, Florida-based artist 
Ryan Buyssens was in Savannah to install his 
beautiful, kinetic light sculpture Chromactive in the 
Jepson Center’s TechSpace. The work’s six motorized 
elements create a choreographed interplay of colors 
reflected from squares of dichroic glass. Both artists 
gave talks in person during the rescheduled PULSE 
Festival from March 2–5, which drew more than 
2,000 participants—in-person and virtual—during 
its run.

Installing Illusions:  
Mirror Moves with Chul-Hyun Ahn
By Harry DeLorme, Jr., Director of Education and Senior Curator
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2 TAG Annual Meeting
 12pm | Palmetto Clubhouse, The Landings

4 Melchers Society Annual Meeting
 5:30pm | Jepson Center

7 Fort Pulaski National Monument 
 Legacy of Slavery Community Day
 10am–2pm | Ft. Pulaski

9 The Art of Fashion:  
 Lilly Pulitzer Reception and Lecture
 10am | Jepson Center

18 TAGatNight
 5:30pm | Savannah African Art Museum

19 Art Start
 10:30am | Jepson Center

 Telfair Museums Annual 
 Members Meeting
 5:00pm | Telfair Academy

26 Telfair Contemporaries Presents:  
 BLOW UP Opening Reception
 6pm | Jepson Center

27 BLOW UP Exhibition Opens
 10am | Jepson Center

8 Director’s Circle 
 Art Spotlight Lecture & Reception
 5:30pm | Jepson Center

16 Art Start
 10:30am | Jepson Center

 Juneteenth Lecture
 6pm | Jepson Center

17 Juneteenth After Hours 
 Storytelling and Tours
 6pm | Owens-Thomas 
 House & Slave Quarters

18 Juneteenth Free Family Day
 1–4pm | Jepson Center
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7 Chul-Hyun Ahn
 Exhibition Closes
 5pm | Jepson Center

 Beyond: Light, Color, and Illusion
 Exhibition Closes
 5pm | Jepson Center

18 Art Start
 10:30am | Jepson Center

19 Gothic Soul
 Exhibition Opens
 5pm | Jepson Center

20 BLOW UP Free Family Day
 10am | Jepson Center

28 The Art of William O. Golding 
 Exhibition Closes
 5pm | Jepson Center

Events subject to change. For the most current information, visit telfair.org/museum-events  or scan:

14 FAAA Summer Social
 5:30pm | Jepson Center

21 Art Start
 10:30am | Jepson Center

22 DECONSTRUCTED
 Exhibition Opens
 10am | Jepson Center



telfair.org12

Summer Camps
Art Club Drawing and Painting Camp
10–12yrs | June 6–June 10 | 9am–1pm 
12–14yrs |July 25–29 | 9am–1pm 
Members $185 | Non–members $210
This half–day camp will spend most of the morning outside 
drawing and painting from observation. The camp is designed 
to help upper–elementary and middle school students 
improve their drawing and painting skills, build a portfolio, and 
begin the process of developing good artmaking habits. The 
camp will meet outside as much as possible during morning 
hours as we explore our environment in Telfair Square and 
other nearby locations. Students will focus on measurement, 
proportion, perspective, use of value, and color to create 
volume and space.

Digital Artist Photography Camp
10–12yrs |June 13–17 | 9am–1pm
13–16yrs |July 4–8, 9am–1pm
Members $185 | Non–members $210
This half–day camp will spend most of the morning outside. 
The program will develop your young person’s skills as a 
photographer. We believe that all young people are artists. With 
that in mind, we will approach photography as professionals 
do, studying the Elements of Art. The camp will meet outside 
as much as possible during morning hours as we explore our 
environment in Telfair Square and other nearby locations. We 
will use DSLR digital cameras and learn about exposure and a 
few historical methods involving film. Photography is fun and 
accessible to everyone. 

Museum Adventures Pre–K Camp
4–6yrs
May 30–June 3 | 9am–12pm
July 18–July 22 | 9am–12pm
Members $160 | Non–members $185
Stave off the summer doldrums! Exploring Telfair Museums’ 
three sites and exhibitions has never been so much fun. Each 
day, participants will tour a new exhibit and learn to create the 
very same types of art seen in the galleries, finding inspiration 
with instruction in drawing, painting, and printmaking. 
Students will immerse themselves in innovative arts lessons 
taught by professional artists.

Art with the Pros
10–14yrs
June 20–24 | 9am–1pm  
June 27–July 1 | 9am–1pm
Members $185 | Non–members $210
Each day, this camp will feature a different local artist 
providing a unique lesson based on his or her medium. Lunch 
in Telfair Square (weather permitting) breaks and games in 
ArtZeum, and special tours of the galleries are all included. 
Students will learn to give constructive criticism on their own 
and their peers’ artwork. 

Crafters Camp
8–11yrs | July 11–15 | 9am–1pm
Members $185 | Non–members $210
The Ultimate Crafty Kids Camp is packed with a variety of 
projects: screen printing, knitting, friendship bracelets, 
calligraphy, paper crafts, and much more. In this weeklong 
camp, students will explore and learn techniques in a rich 
variety of crafts that will inspire and develop their desire to be 
independent makers.

Register at telfair.org/classes or call 912.790.8823.

telfair.org12
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Adult Programs
The Still–Life Painting Class
June 7–July 12 | Tuesdays, 2–4:30pm  
Members $175 | Non–members $195
Instructor: Kip Bradley. A painting class for both the beginner 
and intermediate painter. Explore the Alla Prima (all–at–
once) process, the elements of color, and how they work 
together. Develop a more confident approach to painting by 
gaining grounding for strong color choices. The first three 
classes explore the color palette and elements of color while 
strengthening basic painting skills. The second three explore 
the potential within the elements of color by painting in a 
variety of schemes.

Brilliant Colors
Mondays, June 6–July 11 | 2–4:30pm 
Members $175 | Non–members $195
Instructor: Michelle Stafford. An oil–painting class for all 
levels. In this class we introduce fun elements of color theory 
by working with cools and warms to create vibrant paintings. 
The first three classes will be dedicated to learning to see 
color through painting still lifes. The last three classes will be 
dedicated to completing one painting from a photo that we 
will learn to transfer, block in, and layer to create a colorful 
final piece.

Studio Art Club 
1 day a week: Members $60 | Non–members $85
2 days a week : Members $85 | Non–members $110
June 1–August 3 | Wednesdays, 2–5pm 
June 2–August 4 | Thursdays, 2–5pm 
Instructor: Kip Bradley (non–instructional and guided options)
The tough part of painting is not always the “how–to” but 
sometimes just the “when.” Set aside time each week to 
meet in a safe and social atmosphere. This studio program 
will provide studio space for artists to work independently 
but with a teacher on hand to provide guidance when 
requested. Work on your own or from still life, in the media of 
your choice, and see how others work as well. Bring your own 
materials. Choose one or both sessions.

Try it Friday! 
Artmaking Explorations 
Fridays 2–4 pm | $25 per session (materials included) 
A fun program for those who don’t believe they have an artistic 
bone in their body as well for those who just want to learn 
something new. These one–day, two–hour workshops offer 
time to mess about. Learn special skills or just have a new 
experience under the guidance of a helpful teacher. Intended 
for the absolute beginner or intermediate artists looking for 
new skills. 

June 10: An introduction to color theory; make stripe paintings 
June 17: Try bookmaking; make your own sketchbook 
June 24: Block–printing patterns
July 1:  An introduction to drawing
July 8:  Try charcoal drawing 
July 15:  Try linear perspective; learn one- and two- point perspective

Featured Studio 
Family Program  

Abayomi doll making workshop with 
Aisha Sinclair 
June 19 | 1–3pm 
$25 per parent child | $15 adult (materials included)
Abayomi is a Yoruba word for “precious meeting.” During the 
transatlantic slave trade from Africa, mothers would often 
take pieces of cloth from their skirts and make these dolls to 
help keep hope and remember their children. Learn to make 
your own in this featured Juneteenth studio program open to 
all ages. 

learn

13art + history + architecture
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Member Spotlight:  
Antwan Eady, author of  
Nigel and the Moon
“As a kid, my dreams were wide. They were grand. 
Listening as my cousin playfully recited Maya Angelou’s 
Still I Rise unlocked something inside of me. That was the 
moment I fell in love with words. My parents continued to 
fuel my love by surrounding me with literature—which was 
no easy feat in our part of South Carolina’s Lowcountry. 
Now, so many years later, I have a responsibility to my 
younger self and to generations to come in hopes that 
my words can one day unlock something inside of them. 

“In 2018, I had the pleasure of writing for DO Savannah. 
During that time, I explored Telfair Museums a good bit. 
I’ve since joined Telfair and Friends of African American 
Arts as a way to support Savannah’s thriving arts 
community. But I’m also here to see what inspires me, 
what moves me. From Savannah-based artists to invited 
artists, you can’t help but feel something. Every exhibit is 
an invitation into a world beyond my own. That’s special. 

“As a writer of picture books, too, I work with phenomenal 
visual artists. I’m constantly looking at art. It’s pure joy 
for me. With picture books, I love how there are multiple 
stories being told in these mediums. There’s my story ... 
the one being told textually. Then, there’s a story being 
told visually. But a beautiful thing happens when texts 
and illustrations become one and they form another 
story. It’s magical.

“Being a member affords me the opportunity to see that 
magic up close.”

Telfair Museums Celebrates 
Juneteenth June 16–18

Join us as we observe the Juneteenth holiday with 
events including a lecture, an after-hours program at 
the Owens-Thomas House & Slave Quarters, and Free 
Family Day activities at the Jepson Center. The 2022 
program will be the museum’s 15th observance of 
Juneteenth and will return to a multiday offering of 
programs for all ages. Juneteenth programs are free 
admission for local residents. The Owens-Thomas 
House & Slave Quarters after-hours program is by 
prior registration only. 

Juneteenth Lecture
June 16, 6pm | Jepson Center
“Turning Freedom Dreams into Reality: Black Activism in 
the Georgia Low Country,”  by Dr. Allison Dorsey, Professor 
of History, Swarthmore College
 

Juneteenth Storytelling Program
June 17, 6-8pm 
Owens-Thomas House & Slave Quarters
A visit from Andrew Marshall (Vaughnette Goode-Walker 
and Jamal Toure), 6pm and 7pm. Tours: 6:30pm and 
7:30pm. Please register in advance at (event url)
 

Juneteenth Family Day
June 18, 1–4pm | Jepson Center
See page 8 for details.
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42nd Annual Telfair Ball 
Raises Over $1 Million
Held in the new Salzburg Ballroom at the Atlantic JW 
Marriott Savannah Plant Riverside District, the 2022 
Telfair Ball proved the perfect setting for a night 
few will forget for the museum’s largest fundraiser. 
Sponsors, patrons, and guests joined in the warm 
merriment of friends, old and new, and exhibited a 
genuine appreciation for a fun party and a passion 
for Telfair Museums.

With close to 500 donors in attendance on February 
26, Ball Chairs Kimberly Smith and Chuck Chewning 
brought The Call of the Sea to life with creative décor, 
an exciting live auction, and a fantastic band that 
encouraged patrons to dance the night away.

The event is both Savannah’s most coveted invitation 
and the museum’s most significant fundraiser. 
All proceeds directly fund educational outreach, 
exhibitions, and related activities, making over 
250,000 people the benefactors of art each year.

telfair.org16  
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If you have ever wished to experience a deeper connection 
with Telfair and support the cultural arts scene in Savannah, 
please consider joining Telfair Museums’ Director’s Circle. DC 
patrons are an esteemed group of the museum’s most ardent 
supporters committed to preserving its landmark buildings, 
history, and exhibitions while providing vital annual support to 
Telfair’s core mission of Art for All. 

We are truly grateful to each of our Director’s Circle members 
for their support. Their annual gift to Telfair represents an 
important investment in our children, our community, and 
the cultural arts scene in Savannah and the region. Their 
generous philanthropy is far-reaching, serving to enrich the 
lives of thousands of students and visitors each year. Art and 
the fostering of creativity are essential elements of education 
and are the keys that help unlock profound understanding 
and accomplishment. This important support has a significant 
impact on this community and makes a difference!

Director’s Circle patrons also enjoy greater access to the 
museum and its curators through an array of enhanced benefits, 
but more importantly, they experience the joy of knowing they 
are helping to sustain the museum for future generations. Your 
largely tax-deductible contribution to Telfair Museums’ Annual 
Fund allows us to conserve and care for our incomparable 
collection, create dynamic digital content to keep us connected 
with the community, develop thought-provoking exhibitions, 
and offer education programs and community outreach. Your 
support of Director’s Circle helps us create an unparalleled 
experience of art, beauty, and inspiration for visitors of all ages. 
Thank you!

For more information about joining the Director’s Circle, please 
contact Calli Laundré at 912.790.8807 or laundrec@telfair.org.

Art Spotlight Lecture Series 
and Director’s Circle Open House
Fashioning Frida

June 8, 5:30pm | Jepson Center
Pre-registration is required. RSVP to Calli Laundré at 
912.790.8807 or laundrec@telfair.org by June 1.

Have you ever wondered about the fantastic benefits 
of being a Director’s Circle member? Join us in the 
Richard & Judy Eckburg Atrium for a complimentary 
cocktail reception with light hors d’œuvres to meet 
current Director’s Circle members and learn more!

Our speaker for our second talk in the 2022 Art 
Spotlight Series will be Raissa Bretaña, a New York 
City-based fashion historian. In her talk, Fashioning 
Frida, Bretaña will ponder the deliberate clothing 
choices of the ever-popular artist Frida Kahlo. 
Looking closely at photographs from Telfair Museums’ 
collection, along with other images of the artist, 
Bretaña will discuss how Kahlo is the only artist whose 
image is more recognized than her artwork. She will 
delve into the fashion choices the artist made and 
what they represent.

Sponsored by Mimi Murray Levitt and Mrs. Robert O. 
Levitt. Sponsored in part by Hancock Askew & Co. 

Support Telfair by Joining 
Director’s Circle

give

Photo: Courtesy Raissa Bretaña

Ph
ot

os
: C

ou
rte

sy
 C

alv
in 

Wa
yn

e P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy



telfair.org18

Telfair Summer Outreach 
Programs serve seniors, 
inmates, teens
Golden Age Outreach sessions invited local senior 
citizens to look closesly at William O Golding’s drawings 
and relfect on personal memories. Using similar materials 
such as coloring pencils, particpants were asked to draw 
an illustration that represents a story from their memory. 
These drawings were done on special shrink plastic 
resulting in beautiful keepsake keychains.

Collaboration with Chatham County Sheriff’s Office 
continued with virtual printmaking sessions via Zoom. 
This programming was expanded to reach a larger 
audience, including both male and female inmates 
working from separate classrooms. After a virtual tour 
of current exhibitions featuring prints, participants were 
able to use foam sheets to create uniquely designed 
printing plates. Multiple original prints were made on 
cardstock to create greeting cards that inmates could 
use when writing letters to send to family and friends. 
Artwork created during this workshop is now on view in 
the main lobby of the Chatham County Detention Center.
Outreach sessions will continue in person throughout 
the summer in collaboration with the City of Savannah’s 
summer camps. Sessions will take place at local 
community centers, where youth participants will create 
fun inflatable scupltures inspired by the exhibition BLOW UP.  

Telfair Teen Arts Council
The Telfair Teen Arts Council has been back in action this 
year after a pause during the pandemic. This group of 
local high school students has been engaging with the 
community during Free Family Days, learning about 
various museum staff and their roles, and exploring 
operations with behind-the-scenes sneak peeks. Thanks 
to a generous donation from Jacqueline and Ken Sirlin, 
the Teen Council plans to host a youth workshop at the 
beginning of the summer as their main project. During 
this special workshop inspired by PULSE exhibition Chul-
Hyun Ahn: Beyond, council members will assist participating 
youth with construction of their own infinity mirrors.

Fort Pulaski National 
Monument “Legacy of 
Slavery” Community Day
May 7, 10am–2pm 
Fort Pulaski National Monument
Telfair Museums and Fort Pulaski National Monument 
offers a day of exploration, education, and fun as 
we highlight the stories and contributions of African 
Americans on Cockspur Island as part of our Legacy 
of Slavery in Savannah Initiative. This event will 
include a ranger led tour (pre-registration required) 
that tells the stories of the enslaved workers whose 
fingerprints are embedded in the construction of 
the fort and of the Civil War General who declared 
emancipation after the historic battle of Fort Pulaski, 
conversations with Fort Pulaski archaeologists 
on current archaeological excavations at Battery 
Hambright, and hands-on activities for all to enjoy! 
For more information about this event, visit telfair.
org/los.  
 
For more information about Fort Pulaski National 
Monument, visit nps.gov/fopu/index.htm
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Telfair Membership  
Annual Meeting
May 19, 5pm | Telfair Academy
Free and open to all museum members
 
Join Telfair Museums’ Executive Director/CEO Benjamin 
T. Simons and Board Chair Swann Seiler for the annual 
“State of Telfair Museums Address.” The summary of 
2021 will cover highlights of the past year, the museum’s 
financial health, and a preview of exciting exhibitions, 
lectures, programs, and events scheduled for 2022. 
We will also recognize new Trustees and bid farewell to 
Trustees whose terms are ending.
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Major room restoration 
complete at Owens-Thomas 
House & Slave Quarters
In February, the Owens-Thomas House & Slave Quarters 
saw the completion of its first major room restoration 
since 2014, with the opening of the Girls’ Bed Chamber. 
Generously supported by the Friends of the Owens-
Thomas House, the southwest bed chamber on the 
home’s upper level has been beautifully reimagined as 
the primary space for George and Sarah Owens’ three 
daughters: Mary, Sarah, and Margaret.

The room has been restored to its 1830s finishes 
of lavender-gray walls, faux-grained baseboards and 
window panels, and white trim, recovered through paint 
analysis. Cyndi Sommers, assistant curator of decorative 
arts, worked with FOT Board member Chuck Chewning 
and local business owner Nikki Greenwood of Savannah 
Window Fashions to select blue and white toile, a popular 
fabric during the period, for upholstery and bedding. 
Thistle Hill Weavers, a firm that specializes in making 
reproduction fabrics on historic looms, created dimity 
for the window and bed curtains and the “Venetian 
carpet.” Dimity appears frequently in Savannah probate 
inventories and newspaper advertisements from the early 
19th century, and Savannah merchants often advertised 
these colorful floor coverings among their imports from 
England, despite their name.

These new, old finishes provide a stunning setting for 
some of the excellent portraits in Telfair’s collection, 
such as Jeremiah Theus’ rendition of Peggy Wagner 
holding a peach. Other objects in the room, like an 1830s 
miniature blue-and-white porcelain tea set, gesture to the 
Owens daughters’ preparation for domestic futures even 
in play. A bed roll visible beneath the daybed serves as 
a poignant reminder of the six unnamed enslaved girls 
under 10 who are listed as living on the site in the 1840 
U.S. Census, some of whom may have been required to 
stay with the Owens girls and serve them through the night.

new
s
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find artful cures for the summertime blues!
207 West York St | telfair.org/shop

A look behind the scenes at the 
Owens-Thomas House & Slave 
Quarters
By Sonja Wallen, Buildings Curator
As we do every spring, we recently closed the Owens-
Thomas House & Slave Quarters for a week so our 
curators, buildings team, interpreters, and contractors 
could take a top-to-bottom look at this important National 
Historic Landmark entrusted to our care.

It’s hard to convey what all goes into making the most of 
a closed week! We appreciate the museum giving us this 
time and know that the home’s appearance, function, 
and stability are better for it. Special guests during the 
week included a recording team from the National Park 
Service and paint analyst extraordinaire Matthew Mosca.

Matthew Mosca took paint samples for analysis to 
inform reinterpretation of the southwest rooms in the 
main house. Mosca assisted the National Trust with 
developing their paint analysis program in the 1970s and 
hasn’t stopped since! He was gracious enough to share 
his many experiences, vast knowledge of paint chemistry, 
and color trends through the centuries with our Owens-
Thomas House & Slave Quarters interpreters.

Every six months, engineer Blake Jones measures the 
deflection of the main Owens-Thomas House staircase, 
as well as the north garden wall lean, and takes a reading 
on the crack gauges we have placed around the site. In 
our third year of monitoring, all areas were stable, with 
the staircase showing a minor deflection increase of just 
1/100 of an inch. eneneh Terefe from the National Park 
Service was on site for three days scanning the slave 
quarters and carriage house—interior and exterior—to 
include in their latest additions to Storymaps, a project 
mapping former slave dwellings across the South.

Yeneneh Terefe from the National Park Service was 
on site for three days scanning the slave quarters and 
carriage house—interior and exterior—to include in their 
latest additions to Storymaps, a project mapping former 
slave dwellings across the South.

Assistant Buildings Curator Jason Cobb and I had our 
first foray into the wonders of molten lead by melting 
lead blocks and pouring them into the base of the portico 
railing before patching the surrounding stone.

Stop by the Owens-Thomas House & Slave Quarters soon 
to check out these and many other recent updates!

CLOCKWISE: Matthew Mosco takes paint 
samples for analysis. Margaret dusts 
decorative pieces. Stripping and repainting 
the gate. Blake Jones measures the deflection 
of the main staircase. Yeneneh Terefe from 
the National Park Service using scanning 
equipment. Stabilizing base of the portico 
railing with molten lead.
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Keep hands and minds active with 
artful books, puzzles and more!

Fill your summer 
wardrobe with art-inspired 
accessories

Adorn the
desk or
a sunny
windowsill
with this
mono-
cromatic
vessel

Take home a piece of the Golding exhbition 
to treasure for years to come.

Take note 
of our new Black 
Prince-themed 
gifts!

Upcycle your look 
with Smart Glass
jewelry–once glass 
bottles, now your 
favorite statement 
piece!

find artful cures for the summertime blues!
207 West York St | telfair.org/shop

MUSEUM        STORE
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