TELFAIR ACADEMY / OWENS-THOMAS HOUSE & SLAVE QUARTERS / JEPSON CENTER

ISSUE 33 / JANUARY–APRIL 2019

TELFAIR

MEMBERS' MAGAZINE

TELFAIR

Dear Telfair Members,
Happy New Year!
It’s an auspicious one indeed for Telfair Museums!
What a treat it is to still host Monet to Matisse for a few more weeks, as well as so
many exhibitions thereafter which are sure to impress: sculpture by Spanish artist
Jaume Plensa, prints by the art history heavyweight Rembrandt, and the PULSE Art
+ Technology Festival, to mention just a few! We feel lucky to be able to present a
diversity of artwork from various times and places, and in assorted media.
That’s not all! In addition to exceptional exhibitions, we have exciting news to share on
the operational side, too. Alice and Bob Jepson have made a bet with us: They have
challenged the museum and our supporters to raise $3,000,000 and they will match
what we raise dollar for dollar, incrementally, until we reach the goal. All commitments
must be made by March 1, 2020, which they have set as a deadline for what we are
calling the Jepson Challenge. Read more about this amazing call to action on page 20.
Like manna from heaven, this gift will offer Telfair the nimbleness and strength it needs
to continue to serve our diverse audiences, present fabulous artwork and speakers,
and host life-changing educational programs (from 3,800 fourth-graders to veterans to
senior citizens). With this support, we can do what we do best: serve you!
Telfair Museums merits this investment. We are transforming lives each day that we
are open. Looking at a work of art can make you cry; it can make you remember; it will
teach you something new. Ideally, the experience of being at Telfair will make you smile.
It is our business to share art that moves you—from photography, to Impressionism, to
decorative arts, to history. We are here to improve your life, our community, our world.
Support Telfair today. Call me at 912.790.8865 to talk about how—exhibitions,
education, events, the Jepson Challenge. Dive in and help us make change.
We need you!
All best wishes,

Molly Carrott Taylor
Deputy Director

Cover: Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 1606–1669); The Triumph of Mordecai, c. 1641; etching and drypoint on laid
paper, 6 7/8 x 8 1/2 in.; collection of the Westmont Ridley-Tree Museum of Art.
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13th Annual PULSE Art +
Technology Festival
January 24–27 / Jepson Center

Telfair Museums’ annual PULSE Art + Technology Festival is back for 2019 with an exhibition by noted
videogame designer Keita Takahashi, an evening of exciting documentaries on the future of design,
games by local developers, and STEAM education for youth. Opening night, Takahashi will discuss his
career from sculpture student to designer of popular video games such as Katamari Damacy. Savannah
game developers will also be highlighted with a selection of locally-created games on view in the atrium
of the Jepson Center. “Designing the Future” is the theme for another PULSE evening event, organized
by W Projects and featuring short documentaries provided by Vice Media and commentary by local
speakers. Young people can participate in two morning discussions, one with Takahashi and Dr. Clement
Shimizu, who has designed immersive experiences for NASA. Another student panel features lightning
talks by local technology and design professionals. A Chatham County Free Family Day will highlight
STEAM projects from local schools, and additional workshops will provide opportunities for kids to
learn coding. In keeping with the humorous and inventive spirit of Takahashi’s games, the museum
will present a Saturday performance by That1Guy. The artist, who trained in classical bass, is known
worldwide for his performances on an instrument of his own design called the Magic Pipe, “a monstrosity of metal, strings, and electronics, (that) facilitates the dynamic live creation of music and magic.”
For more events and a complete schedule of PULSE programs, visit telfair.org/PULSE.
Investment is provided by the City of Savannah, the Rotary Club of Skidaway Island, and generous donors.
In-kind support provided by BANDAI NAMCO Entertainment Inc., Funomena, Annapurna Interactive,
Panic, Inc., and the Elumenati. Media sponsor: Connect Savannah.

Daytime Events /

Jepson Center

Creative Tech Talks for Students
January 24, 11am

with Keita Takahashi and Dr. Clement Shimizu (grades 4 and up)

Coding/Game Development Workshop
January 24, 4:30pm

Youth workshop (ages 8 and up)

Creative Tech Talks for Students
January 25, 11am

with SueAnne Fu, Chris Nusbaum, and Christine Wacta
For students (grades 4 and up)

PULSE Curator’s Tours

January 25, 2pm / January 27, 3pm

Coding/Game Development Workshop
January 25, 4:30pm

Youth workshop (ages 8 and up)

STEAM LED Bracelet Workshop
January 26, 10am

Youth workshop (ages 6 and up)

Chatham County Free Family Day
January 26, 1–4pm

3pm performance by That1Guy (recommended for ages 13 and up)

That1Guy

All PULSE events are free to Telfair members, students with valid ID, or with regular museum admission.
*Opening Lecture and Reception on January 23 free to museum members or $8 for non-members.
Additional workshops at telfair.org/PULSE.
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Evening Events /
Jepson Center

PULSE Opening night conversation
with Keita Takahashi, performance,
and reception
January 23, 6pm

7pm video performance by the Medeology Collective
Seed Vault by Vice Media

Pre-registration required to secure a seat. Please visit
telfair.org/PULSE. Members free / non-members $8.

Designing the Future
January 25, 6pm

Screening and panel presented by Vice Media and W
Projects, with 7pm site-specific projection installation
by John Colette.
Free and open to the public.
Projection by John Colette

Keita Takahashi: Zooming Out
January 24–July 14 / Jepson Center
Legendary videogame designer Keita Takahashi,
initially trained as an artist, received a degree in
Fine Art and Sculpture at Musashino Art University
in Tokyo. He later was hired as a design artist at
Namco, where he became the lead developer of
the 2004 hit game Katamari Damacy. The iconic
game won awards, spawned sequels, influenced
popular culture beyond the game world, and
was one of the first videogames collected by the
Museum of Modern Art. This exhibition, part of
Telfair Museums’ 2019 PULSE Art + Technology
Festival, will include playable versions of all of
Takahashi’s major Namco games, including the
original Katamari Damacy and its newly remastered edition, Katamari Reroll, We Love Katamari,
and Noby Noby Boy. In addition, the exhibition
will include Takahashi’s independent games and
immersive installations, including Tenya Wanya
Teens, operated with two 16-button controllers, Alphabet (with Adam Saltsman) in which
each letter is a character, the AR game Woorld
(Funomena) and a reimagined take on the classic
game Pac-Man played in an immersive environment (with Clement Shimizu and Babycastles). The
exhibition also includes Takahashi’s early sculpture and animations, playground designs, and
projects currently in development including the
eagerly awaited major game Wattam. Throughout
his work, Takahashi is known for his humor and
inventiveness, balancing deeper concerns with a
desire to make everyone smile.
This exhibition is organized by Telfair Museums
and curated by Harry DeLorme, Senior Curator of
Education. Sponsored by iam8bit.
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Jaume Plensa:
Talking Continents
March 1–June 9 / Jepson Center

Jaume Plensa (Spanish, b. 1955) is one of the world’s foremost living sculptors, widely known for large-scale public
artworks and meditative installations that aim to unify
people through spirituality, the body, and shared memory.
Talking Continents is a collection of 19 cloud-like, floating
stainless steel sculptures. Their biomorphic forms comprise
die-cut letters and characters from eight different alphabets. Presented together, they refuse to come together as
words, existing instead as abstract forms, arbitrary signs
and signifiers. As such, each sculpture embodies a dissolution of meaning or breakdown in communication, yet at
the same time, these alphabetic characters are the very
components needed to construct words and communicate
ideas—the building blocks for cultural understanding. A
firm believer that art has the capacity to transform our lives,
Plensa has stated that Talking Continents represents the
concept of globalism without judgment.

Jaume Plensa, Talking Continents, 2013; stainless steel, 19 components; installation view, Madison Museum of Contemporary Art, 2017-2018; courtesy of the artist
and Galerie Lelong, & Co. © Jaume Plensa.

Jaume Plensa: Talking Continents is organized by the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art.
The presentation of this exhibition at Telfair Museums is curated by Rachel Reese, Curator of Modern and
Contemporary Art. A catalogue accompanies the exhibition.
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Rembrandt and the Jewish
Experience: The Berger Print
Collection
March 15–June 30 / Jepson Center

The impact of Judaism on the life and work of Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 1606–1669) is a remarkable
and multifaceted story. Rembrandt lived and worked in Amsterdam during the Dutch Golden Age in
the 17th century. During his lifetime, he saw the city quadruple in both population and in geographical
size, and become one of Europe’s wealthiest and most vibrant cities. Amsterdam was also noted for its
welcoming spirit toward immigrants, particularly the Sephardic Jews who had been expelled from Spain
and Portugal during the Inquisition.
Although Rembrandt never formally joined any church, he was an astute student of the Bible. At times,
he turned to Jewish theologians for insight into his depictions of Old Testament imagery. He also hired
models from the Jewish community and received commissions from Jewish patrons. This exhibition showcases 21 etchings with Judaic subjects by Rembrandt and one drawing by Rembrandt’s teacher Pieter
Lastman (Dutch, 1583–1633). These works highlight the artist’s nuanced relationship with Amsterdam’s
citizens of the Jewish faith and the keen insights Rembrandt brought to interpretations of Old Testament
Bible stories.
Rembrandt’s legacy as an etcher is characterized by the new and innovative techniques he introduced to
printmaking. He broke with longstanding, traditional depictions of biblical narratives; instead, Rembrandt
added emotional and psychological depth to his subjects through expressive faces, dramatic body language, and his bold use of shadow and light.

Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch,
1606–1669); The Angel
Departing from the Family
of Tobias, 1641; etching and
drypoint on wove paper,
4 1/16 x 6 1/16 in.;
collection of the Westmont
Ridley-Tree Museum of Art.

Rembrandt and the Jewish Experience: The Berger Print Collection is organized by Westmont
Ridley-Tree Museum of Art, Santa Barbara, California.
Annual exhibition support by Director’s Circle Members: Bob Faircloth, Alice and Bob Jepson,
Douglas G. Bain and Jules Bain, Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Levy, Mr. and Mrs. Dwaine L. Willett,
Mr. and Mrs. Angus C. Littlejohn, Wilson and Linda Fisk Morris, Mr. and Mrs. William H. Roelle,
Anonymous, Dr. Victor L. Andrews, Mr. and Mrs. F. Reed Dulany III, Lindsay and Brent Harlander,
Linda Heasley and Stephen Coady, Dr. David M. Hillenbrand, Carolyn Luck, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen
Rabinowitz, Thomas V. and Susan G. Reilly, Cheri D. and Benjamin R. Roach, Cathy and Philip
Solomons, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen D. Taylor, Susan Willetts and Alan K. Pritz.
The presentation of this exhibition at Telfair Museums is curated by Courtney McNeil, Chief Curator & Deputy
Director for Curatorial Affairs.
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RELATED PROGRAMS
Rembrandt and the Jewish Experience
Director’s Circle Preview, Lecture, and Dinner
Wednesday, March 13, 5pm / Jepson Center

Lecture by Dr. Shelley Perlove followed by dinner at
Elizabeth on 37.

Members-Only Opening Lecture by
Dr. Shelley Perlove
Thursday, March 14, 6pm / Jepson Center

To open the Rembrandt exhibition, Telfair presents a lecture by
noted scholar Dr. Shelley Perlove. Dr. Perlove is Professor Emerita
of Art History at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, where
she has taught since 1982. She has devoted more than 30 years
to the research, publication, and teaching of Renaissance and
Baroque art in Italy, Germany, France, and the Netherlands. She
has authored seven books and exhibition catalogues on various
16th and 17th century artists including Piranesi, Dürer, Bernini,
Guercino, and Rembrandt, and recently published an essay in the
exhibition catalogue for “Rembrandt and the Face of Jesus” at
the Detroit Institute of Arts. Her books include Bernini and the
Idealization of Death published by Penn State Press, and the
award–winning Rembrandt’s Faith: Church and Temple in the
Dutch Golden Age, co-authored with Larry Silver, published by
Penn State Press in 2009.

Sponsored by Telfair Academy Guild.
Free to members. Pre-registration is required. Register online at
telfair.org/rembrandt.

Sunday Curator’s Tour

Sunday, April 28, 3pm / Jepson Center
Free to members. To register, please contact Calli Laundré at
912.790.8807 or laundrec@telfair.org.
With speaker Courtney McNeil, Chief Curator & Deputy Director for
Curatorial Affairs.

Top: Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 1606–1669); Self-Portrait
with Plumed Cap and Lowered Sabre, 1634; etching on
laid paper, 5 1/8 x 4 3/16 in.; collection of the Westmont
Ridley-Tree Museum of Art.
Above: Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 1606–1669); Portrait of a
Man in a Broad Brimmed Hat (Menasseh ben Israel), 1636;
etching on laid paper; 5 15/16 x 4 ¼ in.; collection of the
Westmont Ridley-Tree Museum of Art.
Left: Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 1606–1669); Abraham’s
Sacrifice, 1655; etching on laid paper with pen and ink ruled
lines, 6 1/8 x 5 ¼ in., collection of the Westmont Ridley-Tree
Museum of Art.
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If These Walls Could Talk:
200 Years of William Jay
Architecture
April 19, 2019–2020 / Telfair Academy

Owens-Thomas House, circa 1900’s

In the three short years between his arrival from England in 1817 to his departure for Charleston in 1820,
William Jay changed the face of Savannah. In a time when many Americans sought to distance themselves from European influence and develop a national character of their own, a few, including Richard
Richardson, Alexander Telfair, William Scarbrough, and Archibald Stobo Bulloch, still sought the classical
elegance of the popular English Regency style. Jay delivered the luxurious showplaces they desired and
also elevated Savannah’s civic life with a new theater, a design for the Savannah Branch of the Second
Bank of the United States, and a new Customs House.
Explore Jay’s life, travels, and most importantly his designs as we celebrate 200 years of William Jay
architecture in Savannah.
This exhibition is organized by Telfair Museums and curated by Shannon Browning-Mullis, Curator of History and
Decorative Arts.

RELATED PROGRAM
If These Walls Could Talk: 200 Years of William Jay Architecture
Director's Circle Preview, Lecture, and Dinner
Wednesday, May 22, 5pm / Telfair Academy

A conversation with co-authors John Duncan and Sandy Underwood moderated by Shannon Browning-Mullis
followed by dinner at Oglethorpe Club.
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VIEW / 7

VIEW

#art912: Engaging Local Artists
Katherine Sandoz:
katniss
January 17, 2019–ongoing /
Jepson Center

Telfair Museums has commissioned Savannah-based
artist Katherine Sandoz (American, b. 1969) to create
an installation in the Jepson Center's Eckburg Atrium.
Operating as a sculptural “mobile” (and also including a
site-specific painting on the third-floor landing), katniss
comprises individual, colorful acrylic glass elements
referencing the katniss plant. Hanging in a layered
format from the glass ceiling of the Jepson Center,
katniss will offer dynamic play with the reflected light.
Installation commissioned by Telfair Museums and curated
by Rachel Reese, Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art.
This is the Jepson Center’s largest-ever atrium commission
and the largest #art912 project in scope to date.

RELATED PROGRAM

Top: Katherine Sandoz (American, b. 1969), sagittaria wall
treatment study, 2018, watercolor on paper, courtesy the artist.
Bottom: Katherine Sandoz. Photo: © Cedric Smith, 2017

Katherine Sandoz: katniss Director’s
Circle Unveiling, Art Talk, and Dinner
Wednesday, January 16, 5pm / Jepson Center
See Director’s Circle events, page 17.

Acquisition Highlight

The museum recently acquired a significant painting by
Savannah-based artist Lisa D. Watson (American, b. 1967).
Watson contemplates the impact of the built environment
on the natural world and sees artmaking as a necessary
extension of her environmental viewpoints. Her paintings
of architectural elements such as bridges and highways—
in this case, the “Spaghetti Junction” interchange in
Atlanta—are cut out and constructed from reclaimed
materials such as industrial waste, junk mail, product packaging, and concrete.
Lisa D. Watson (American, b. 1967); Convergence, 2017; 47 x 46 1/2 inches; reclaimed
materials; museum purchase with funds provided by the Ronald J. Strahan Art
Acquisition Endowment Fund, 2018.3.

Annual Boxed In/Break Out exhibition
accepting entries
Deadline: January 18

Telfair Museums seeks applications from Chatham County artists for the fourth annual Boxed In/Break
Out exhibition. On view from April 12 through October 27, Boxed In/Break Out is a museum-sponsored
public art installation activating six windows at the Jepson Center facing Barnard Street.
For more information, please visit telfair.org/boxed-2019.
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The Prints of
Dame Laura
Knight
January 19–July 28 /
Jepson Center

Telfair Museums will exhibit nine prints by
Dame Laura Knight (British, 1877–1970), together for the first time since they were acquired by
the museum in 1949. Lauded for her colorful,
realist paintings, Knight experimented successfully with printmaking in the 1920s and ’30s
and drew upon themes already prevalent in her
paintings such as the circus, backstage dressing rooms, theater performers, and dancers.
This exhibition is organized by Telfair Museums
and curated by Erin Dunn, Assistant Curator.

Don’t Miss It!

Monet to Matisse: Masterworks
of French Impressionism from
the Dixon Gallery and Gardens
Closes on February 10 / Jepson Center

Georgia Southern Moveable
Feast Lecture and Concert:
Actions and Reactions: Sounds
and Sights of a World Foregone
Thursday, January 10, 6pm / Telfair Academy
Benjamin Warsaw, DMA, Department of Music,
Armstrong Campus and Martin Gendelman, DMA,
Department of Music, Statesboro Campus. Explore
connections between musical and visual creators
during the times of social turmoil in which Monet and
Matisse shaped their art.
Members free / non-members $8. Pre-registration is
required. Register at telfair.org/monet-last-look.

Last Look Lecture Monet to
Matisse
Thursday, January 31, 6pm / Jepson Center
The Impact of Modernity on Impressionist Art
with speaker Dr. Rihab Bagnole.
Members free / non-members $8. Pre-registration is
required. Register at telfair.org/monet-last-look.
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CALENDAR			JANUARY–APRIL 2019
JANUARY

25

1

PULSE Creative Tech Talks for Students

JC, OTSQ, TA

PULSE Curator’s Tour

New Year’s Day: All sites closed

11am, JC

9

2pm, JC

5:30pm, Sulfur Studios

4:30pm, JC

10

PULSE Designing the Future
Screening, Talks and Reception

GSU Armstrong Campus Moveable
Feast Lecture and Concert
6pm, TA

14

6pm, JC

26

PULSE STEAM Workshop

TAG Meeting

10am, JC

10am, JC

Chatham County Free Family
Day and PULSE Concert

TAG New Member Luncheon
12pm, JC

1–4pm, JC

16

27

5pm, JC

3pm, JC

Katherine Sandoz: katniss DC Preview Dinner

PULSE Curator’s Tour

28

17

10:30am, JC

Owens-Thomas House & Slave
Quarters Closed for Cleaning

Katherine Sandoz: katniss Opening
Lecture and Reception

30

Art Start: Complex Uncertainties

6pm, JC

through February 1, OTSQ

TAG "Be Monet" Painting and Wine Event

Katherine Sandoz: katniss Opens
JC

31

Monet to Matisse "Last Look" Lecture
6pm, JC

19
The Prints of Dame Laura Knight Opens
JC

FEBRUARY
7

21

MLK Day: All sites closed
JC, OTSQ, TA

WJS Lovers’ Last Look at Monet to Matisse
5:30pm, JC

10

22

Melchers Society Studio Visit
5:30pm, Suzanne Jackson's Studio, Starland District

23

PULSE Opening Lecture,
Performance, and Reception
6pm, JC

Monet to Matisse Exhibition Closes
JC

Super Museum Sunday
12-4pm, JC, OTSQ, TA

11

TAG Meeting
10am, JC

24

PULSE Exhibition Opens
through July 14, JC

PULSE Student Panel and Q&A

13

W.W. Law Lecture
6:30pm, JC

11am, JC

21

PULSE Student Workshop

10:30am, JC
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Art Start: Keita Takahashi: Zooming Out

For the most current information visit: TELFAIR.ORG/MUSEUM-EVENTS
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^ Don't miss anything! Pull out calendar spread and put it on your fridge. ^

5:30pm, JC

18

4:30pm, JC

See p. 13 & 14 for Classes & Workshops!

PULSE Student Workshop

TAGatNIGHT

JANUARY–APRIL 2019
23

39th Annual Telfair Ball
6pm, Forsyth Park

MARCH
1

CALENDAR

26

Jay Walk Walking Tour of William Jay
Architecture
5pm, OTSQ

30

Telfair Museums College Night

Jaume Plensa: Talking Continents
Exhibition Opens
through June 9, JC

5-8pm, JC

APRIL
1

3

Erin Johnson; Heavy Water Exhibition Closes

#art912 Derek Larson Film Closes

JC

JC

Katherine Sandoz: katniss Artist Talk

8

3pm, JC

TAG Meeting

7

10am, JC

Melchers Society Collection Tour
with Judy Byck

12

6pm, TBA

TA

11

Bird Girl Exhibition Opens

TAG Meeting
10am, JC

13

Rembrandt and the Jewish Experience
DC Preview Dinner
5pm, JC

TAGatNIGHT
5:30pm, TBA

14

Rembrandt and the Jewish Experience
Members-Only Opening
Lecture and Reception
6pm, JC

15

Rembrandt and the Jewish Experience
Exhibition Opens

Savannah Scenes Exhibition Opens

TA

12

Boxed In/Break Out Exhibition Opens
through October 27, JC

16

Jay Walk Walking Tour of William Jay
Architecture
5pm, OTSQ

18

Art Start: Rembrandt
10:30am, JC

Boxed In/Break Out Artist Talk
6pm, JC

19

If These Walls Could Talk Exhibition Opens

through June 30, JC

through 2020, TA

16

21

JC, OTSQ, TA

JC

St. Patrick’s Day Observed: All Sites Closed

21

Art Start: Jaume Plensa: Talking Continents
10:30am, JC

22

Quynh Shannon in Concert
6pm, TA

24

Savannah Families Abroad Exhibition Closes
TA

#art912 Bertha Husband Exhibition Closes

25

A Morning with Martha Stewart
TBA

28

Rembrandt and the Jewish Experience
Curator’s Tour
3pm, JC

30

Friends of the Owens-Thomas House
Garden Party
OTSQ
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Chatham County
Free Family Days

Art Start:

Stroller and
Toddler Tours

Investment is provided by the City of Savannah and the
Georgia Power Foundation.

10:30–11:30am /
Jepson Center

PULSE Free Family Day
Saturday, January 26, 1–4pm /
Jepson Center

Telfair’s most popular Family Day includes opportunities to
experience all of the 2019 PULSE Art + Technology Festival
exhibitions and experiment with technology teaching tools.
Includes hands-on tech projects for all ages, creative tech
demos from local schools, and a 3pm performance.

$5 per child / adult members free /
adult non-members $12.
Start your day with art with our new
and combined programs! Special
thanks to our committed Telfair
Museums docents Rebecca Fleming,
Alexandra Talsness, and Beverly
Braine for helping to organize and
facilitate the Art Start program. Once
a month, our youngest patrons are
invited to the Jepson Center for story
time, a special tour, and an art activity.
Strollers, crying babies, toddlers, and
older siblings are all welcome here.
Come play and learn with us!

Complex Uncertainties:
Artists of Postwar America
Thursday, January 17
Keita Takahashi:
Zooming Out
Thursday, February 21

Super Museum Sunday

Sunday, February 10, Noon–4pm /
Jepson Center / Telfair Academy /
Owens-Thomas House & Slave Quarters
Explore the exciting prints of artist Dame Laura Knight, meet
and discover local artists, and learn more about the process
of printmaking.

Jaume Plensa:
Talking Continents
Thursday, March 21
Rembrandt and the
Jewish Experience
Thursday, April 18

Drop-in Studio

Daily, 1–4pm / Jepson Center
Free with museum admission.
Every day, we open our studio doors and load the tables with creative exploratory activities for kids and
adults. Work at your own pace and comfort level in coloring books (for grown-ups too!), try painting in
watercolor, or take our “What can you make?” open-ended challenge. You can also explore your crafty
side with books and materials for calligraphy, origami, and more. In addition to all this creative fun, each
month will have a feature project designed to connect with a specific exhibition at the museum. A studio
assistant is always on hand to help with any questions or needs. Open to all ages; children must be
accompanied by an adult caregiver.

January
Complex Uncertainties: Artists of
Postwar America
February
Keita Takahashi: Zooming Out

12 / LEARN

March
Jaume Plensa: Talking Continents
April
Rembrandt and the Jewish Experience
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Adult Classes

Savannah Sketchers Plein
Air Group

Drawing for All Levels

The tough part of painting isn’t always the
“how to” but sometimes just the “when.” Set
aside a regular time to meet and ensure time is
taken each week to create in a safe and social
atmosphere. This non-instructional group
will meet each week in a different location to
execute paintings in plein air. Work in the media
of your choice and have the opportunity to see
how others work as well.

Register at telfair.org/classes
or call 912.790.8823.
Wednesdays, February 6–March 13,
11am–1pm
Members $175 / non-members $195
Instructor: Mickey Boisvert
This class is for students seeking to advance
their observational drawing skills. Each week
we will focus on fine-tuned looking and seeing,
perspective, composition, drawing mass not just
line, and use of the full value range. A still life or
model will be provided to encourage students
to draw from life, and handouts will offer
important reminders to good drawing practices.
Experienced artists: Refresh your fundamentals.
Beginners: Learn techniques that will broaden
your skills and improve your drawing confidence.
Returning students: There’s always more to
learn—enroll again to elevate your drawing to
the next level! With solid fundamentals, you can
draw anything!

Sketch-Booking,
Observational Painting,
and Drawing Foundations

Tuesdays, March 5–April 23, 10:30am–1pm
Members $175 / non-members $195
Instructor: Kip Bradley
The more technology is integrated into our lives,
the cooler low-tech activities like sketch-booking
become. It’s time to enjoy the simplicity, growth,
and delight that comes from sketching. This
eight-week class will introduce you to keeping
a sketchbook and assist you in developing
your own methods. This class will provide a
strong introduction to drawing and watercolor
techniques while helping you develop the
habits of incorporating sketching into your daily
routine. Artists of all levels welcome.

Drawing Savannah

Wednesdays, April 3–17, 11am–1pm
Members $75 / non-members $95
Instructor: Kip Bradley

Find challenging subjects right on our doorstep!
Each week, we’ll meet in the museum studio,
then venture outside seeking interesting views.
Students will hone their observational skills on
site, and reference photos will bring drawings to
a finished state in the studio. Students will learn
to: plan for changing light, never underestimate
the mundane subject, vary the quality of line
and shading to convey atmosphere, and more.
For graphite artists: When you can draw “plein
air,” no view is beyond your scope. For painters:
Remember, solid drawing skills make better
paintings! All levels welcome.
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Fridays, February 1–May 3, 1–4pm / various
locations (no class March 22)
Members $40 / non-members $65
Instructor: Kip Bradley

Oil Painting Class: Intro to
Landscape Painting
Thursdays, March 28–April 25, 1–4pm
Members $175 / non-members $200
Instructor: Kip Bradley

Start with the basic materials, add the right
tools and techniques, and let painting become a
lifelong passion. Learn to work in oils outdoors to
create impressions of Savannah. Explore painting
techniques, composition, color and creative
expression in an upbeat and encouraging
atmosphere. Learn brushwork, layering, applying
paint to the surface, and color mixing techniques
and apply them to express yourself in paint. We
will be working with still life and landscapes.

Youth Classes
Portfolio Builder Youth
Drawing

10–14 yrs, Thursdays, February 7–March 7,
4:30–6pm
Members $100 / non-members $125
This class is designed to help upper-elementary
and middle school students improve their
drawing skills. In Drawing I, students will develop
an understanding of foundational drawing; a
great class for students to develop their art
portfolios. New students welcome!

Videogame Development

10–16 yrs, Tuesdays, February 5–March 5,
4:30–6pm
Members $100 / non-members $125
In this five-week class, students will build
their own videogame. Students will explore,
play, and develop videogames while learning
computer programming from scratch using
Game Maker. This class is suited for the
beginner- to intermediate-level participants with
a fun adventurist personality. No programming
experience is required.

LEARN / 13

LEARN

Featured Artist
Workshop

January 23–25,
9am–5pm; Members
$650, non-members $675;
Instructor: Lori Putnam
Learn from the masters by exploring works from
Monet to Matisse with one of today’s leading
American Landscape painters Lori Putnam in this
three-day workshop. Recognized for her expressive brushwork, contemporary compositions, and intelligent use
of color, Nashville, Tennessee, native Putnam paints small to medium-sized works en plein air and creates large
paintings in her studio.
Lori believes that working both en plein air and indoors expedites an artist’s growth at lightning speed. She divides
her time equally among the two, not just producing, but experimenting and stretching the bounds of creativity. Her
paintings are a personal and genuine response to her subject, and she encourages and teaches her students how to
do the same.
Complementing the exhibition Monet to Matisse, in this unique opportunity with Lori, students will explore lessons
from Impressionist and post-impressionist painters in the galleries then apply those lessons to their own work in
the studio. Lori says ”if you love working from life, even if you rarely do, you won’t believe the painting inspiration
we will find all around us, and if you are wondering if you have any real creativity in you, this workshop will expose
creativity you didn’t even know you had!”
Participants will receive a free copy of Putnam’s booklet “Plein air, Right from the Start.” While demonstrations and
advice on technique will be geared toward oil painters, artists who are more comfortable working in other mediums
are welcome. Plein air experience strongly recommended.

Featured Artist: Shari Blaukopf,
Sketching Savannah’s Historic Squares
March 20–22, 9am–
5pm; Members $450 /
non-members $475

Savannah is a sketcher’s paradise—22
historic squares, each one surrounded by
lovingly restored homes and churches,
shaded with majestic live oaks, filled
with fountains and statues, and flanked
by wooden benches. This three-day
watercolor sketching workshop with Shari
Blaukopf will help participants celebrate
and capture this visual wealth, with special
focus on the buildings of local master
architect William Jay.
According to Blaukopf, location sketching is all about capturing the flicker of changing light and shadows, the
fleeting impressions that give a plein air sketch its characteristic sense of place. A gifted instructor who teaches
to the individual, Blaukopf will strengthen your sketching skills and help you express your individual style and way
of seeing.
Her structured workshop will cover good value planning; establishing a well-designed composition; distilling
complex scenes to their essence; mixing clean colors; capturing plays of light and shadow; and preserving whites.
Each day will begin with a demonstration and conclude with a group critique. In between, participants will receive
plenty of individual sketching time and personalized instruction.
This workshop is geared toward participants who have some experience in drawing, sketching and the use of
watercolor.
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Teen
Council
launches
with
largest-ever
roster

Telfair Museum's Teen Council is
starting strong this year with the
largest group of members ever.
Twenty teenagers from various
local high schools recently
attended a Teen Arts Council kickoff pizza party. The council plans to meet every two weeks throughout the year, during which time students will participate in hands-on studio projects and collaborate
as a group to create materials for museum visitors. In 2019, council members also will work together
on research for a culminating project designed for their peers that will take place near the end of the
school year.

Telfair Museums’ education programs are funded by the City of Savannah, Gulfstream Aerospace
Corporation, St. Joseph's/Candler, Georgia Council for the Arts, the Hodge Foundation, Perry Lane
Hotel, Byck-Rothschild Foundation, Candace Lanier, SunTrust Foundation, Wells Fargo Private Bank,
Margaret F. Perryman Charitable Trust, and Rotary Club of Skidaway Island.

Outreach

Telfair Museums’ therapeutic outreach team visited 10
locations and reached more than 250 participants throughout the months of September and October at locations
including the Savannah Center for Blind and Low Vision,
EmployAbility, Ruth Byck Adult Daytime Care Center,
and the Savannah Speech and Hearing Center. Inspired
by Jepson Center Contemporary Spotlight artist Pam
Longobardi and local recycling efforts, participants
created paintings incorporating recycled materials to
help promote a healthy environment. All artwork created
during this programming is displayed during the
museum’s annual I Have Marks to Make exhibition in
December. Longobardi’s art also inspired projects in
the museum’s fall afterschool STEAM outreach for
Savannah youths.

Docent Spotlight
Telfair Museums would like to thank the following docents for their generous donation of children’s
books to the Art Zeum collection: Pete and Lynn Schramm, Rebecca Fleming, and Beverly Braine. These
individuals also spent many hours volunteering their time sorting, cataloging, and labeling books this
fall. The books selected relate to master artists as well as the museum exhibitions on view. Thanks to
their commitment to education, visitors of all ages will be able to enjoy reading and learning about art!

ART + HISTORY + ARCHITECTURE
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MEMBER ENGAGEMENT GROUPS
Friends of African
American Arts
Friends of African American Arts (FAAA) members enjoy
social and cultural activities that allow participants to
expand their personal networks, foster appreciation for
African American art and culture, and experience the
remarkable cultural landscape of the Southeast. For more
information, visit telfair.org/faaa.

FAAA Annual Meeting
February TBD / Jepson Center
FAAA members are invited to attend an annual meeting
to include reports on the group’s recent activities,
planning for future activities and outings and election of
officers. Refreshments provided. A date and time will be
announced in the future.

Friends of the
Owens-Thomas House
Support from the Friends of the Owens-Thomas House
(FOT) allows us to continue to preserve, interpret, and
create programming for this special site. The group enjoys
behind-the-scenes access to the Owens-Thomas House &
Slave Quarters through garden parties, lectures, and tours.
In addition, opportunities to meet and socialize with others
interested in architecture, decorative arts, gardening, and
history are scheduled throughout the year, as well as local
and regional field trips to historic sites.

Telfair Academy Guild
Telfair Academy Guild (TAG) supports the goals
and activities of Telfair Museums through volunteerism. Meetings are held on the second Monday
of each month from September to May, excluding
December. Meetings offer either a morning coffee
gathering or an evening wine reception, followed
by TAGtalk with notable guest speakers. While
members enjoy social and educational experiences
at these meetings, they are also encouraged to
become involved in the organization’s annual fundraising and special events. For more information, visit
telfair.org/tag.

TAG Meetings

Monday, January 14, 10am /
Jepson Center
Max Almy and Teri Yarbrow, SCAD professors

Monday, February 11, 10am /
Jepson Center
Celeste-Marie Bernier, Personal Chair in
English Literature, Professor of Black Studies,
University of Edinburgh

Monday, March, 11, 10am / Jepson Center
Andrea Sachs, Executive Director of SCAD
Fashion Design and Atlanta Exhibits

TAGatNIGHT

Private Tour of Historic Charleston
Home and Plantation
Spring TBD / Charleston

Wednesday, January 9, 5:30pm /
Sulfur Studios

Please stay tuned for an email invitation to all current
FOT members.

Wednesday, March 13, 5:30pm

25th Anniversary FOT Garden Party
Tuesday, April 30 / Owens-Thomas House &
Slave Quarters
FOT members Free / non-FOT members $20. For
reservations, call Calli Laundré at 912.790.8807.
Sponsored by Ron Melander, Savannah Historic Properties
and Mary Raines.

Gari Melchers
Collectors’ Society
The Gari Melchers Collectors’ Society supports and
promotes the expansion of the museum’s permanent collection and provides its members with exclusive programs and
educational opportunities to enhance their enjoyment and
appreciation of art.
For more information, visit telfair.org/melchers.

Suzanne Jackson Studio Visit
Tuesday, January 22, 5:30pm / Starland District
Home & Collection Tour with Judy Byck
Thursday, March 7, 6pm / Downtown Savannah
Further event details, including addresses, will be
communicated in a forthcoming e-newsletter.
Melchers Society members may RSVP to
garimelcherssociety@gmail.com.
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Daniel E. Smith, painter.
Yves Paquette, SCAD professor. Studio on
Wilmington Island.

William Jay Society

Named in honor of the famed young architect
whose talent still endures in Savannah, the William
Jay Society (WJS) is a group of Savannah’s young
professionals who share an enthusiasm and
appreciation for art and Telfair. WJS’s mission is to
promote the museum’s goals of developing
awareness, understanding, and appreciation for art.
For more information, visit telfair.org/wjs.

Lovers’ Last Look at Monet to Matisse.
Thursday, February 7, 5:30pm / Jepson
Center
Celebrate Valentine’s Day early with a date night
at the museum! Bring your loved one (or Tinder
date) for refreshments at 5:30pm, followed by an
exclusive curator-led tour at 6pm.

Register at telfair.org/wjslastlook or call Calli
Laundré at 912.790.8807. WSJ members $20 /
non-WJS members $30.

Save the Date! WJS Annual Garden Party
Thursday, May 30, 5:30pm / OwensThomas House & Slave Quarters
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DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Director’s Circle: Premier
Membership Opportunities
Director’s Circle members are incredibly committed, generous individuals who recognize the importance of art and education to the Savannah community. When you support the museum at this
level, your gift goes far beyond the membership and benefits and helps Telfair present diverse
and compelling exhibitions, preserve the museum’s unique collection and historic buildings, offer
innovative education programming, and a great deal more. Research shows that museum experiences help cultivate creative and critical thinking among the widest audiences, and through the
imagination, can promote better understanding, a collaborative spirit and empathy for a more
just world—thank you for making this salient investment in your community and in the future!
For more information about joining the Director’s Circle or upgrading your current membership, please
contact Catherine Renner at 912.790.8844 or rennerc@telfair.org.

2019 Exclusive Previews and Director’s Circle Dinners

Please mark your calendar and join us for these exclusive first peeks of opening exhibitions. Grab a
refreshing beverage, meet our newest members, and mingle with old friends during the 5 o’clock social
hour. Cocktails are followed by a brief program with a special guest speaker, artist or scholar and a visit
to the gallery for a preview of the newest exhibition. The evening is always capped off with dinner at a
nearby venue with other Telfair patrons—all key ingredients for an enriching and fun-filled evening!

#art912 Katherine Sandoz:
katniss
Wednesday, January 16, 5pm
Jepson Challenge kick-off event! Unveiling
of two commissioned art pieces followed
by dinner in Jepson Center Eckburg
Atrium by Chef Nick Mueller.

Rembrandt and the
Jewish Experience
Wednesday, March 13, 5pm
Lecture by Dr. Shelley Perlove, Professor
Emeritas, University of Michigan followed
by dinner at Elizabeth on 37th.

If These Walls Could Talk:
200 Years of William Jay
Architecture
Wednesday, May 22, 5pm
A conversation with co-authors John
Duncan and Sandy Underwood moderated by Shannon Browning-Mullis followed
by dinner at Oglethorpe Club.

Summon the Sea!
Contemporary Artists
and Moby Dick
Wednesday, November 6, 5pm
Contemporary artists and Moby Dick
followed by dinner at TBA.

ART + HISTORY + ARCHITECTURE
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DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE EVENTS

Telfair Ball takes on
a grand scale in 2019

Saturday, February 23, 6pm / Forsyth Park
The museum’s most important and exclusive fundraiser is taking a trip from its usual location along Telfair
Square this year. On February 23, the 39th Annual Telfair Ball will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the
remarkable architecture of our historic buildings and the pioneering legacy of Mary Telfair under grand
sailcloth canopies in Forsyth Park! Tents of revelers will dot the park as part of a dreamlike and fanciful
evening where cocktails flow freely, live chamber music plays, and eccentric circus acts perform on
the lawn.
The Telfair Ball is Savannah’s most illustrious annual gala, this year celebrating two centuries of architecture and art, the Telfair family legacy, William Jay’s magical designs, and Savannah’s enduring allure
and mystery. Telfair’s most significant fundraiser, the Ball supports the future of the Telfair Academy, the
Owens-Thomas House & Slave Quarters, and the Jepson Center. All proceeds directly fund the museum’s
educational outreach, exhibitions, and related activities, bringing the benefits of art to over 190,000
people each year. Tickets are available to Director’s Circle members for $500 each. Together, with the
live and silent auction and Fund-A-Need portion of the evening, these contributions allow the museum
to build upon its long history of charitable service while helping to create new memories for generations
to come.
If you are a Director’s Circle member and would like to attend the 2019 Telfair Ball, please contact
us soon, as tickets are going fast! To purchase a ticket or learn more, call Catherine Renner at
912.790.8844 or email rennerc@telfair.org.
Telfair Academy Bicentennial Sponsor: St. Joseph’s/Candler
Diamond Sponsors: Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation, Alice and Bob Jepson, MDH Partners
Platinum Sponsors: Colonial Group, Inc., Delta Air Lines, Georgia Ports Authority, Georgia Power,
Merrill Lynch
Gold Sponsors: Bouhan Falligant, Brasseler USA, Cay Insurance Services, Sarah and Malon Courts,
Critz Auto Group, Elite Concrete, Steve Green & Barbara Lynn Howell, Historical Concepts, Morris
Multimedia, Inc., Palmer & Cay, PNC Bank, Red Diamond Coffee & Tea, Savannah Distributing Co.,
Inc., Sound View Wealth Advisors, South State Bank, Staci Donegan Real Estate Group, Sterling
Seacrest Partners, Stifel, SunTrust Bank, The Flatbush Foundation, The Kessler Collection
Silver Sponsors: Acuity Brands, Inc., Byrd Cookie Company, Glow Medical Spa, India King Designs,
McGriff Insurance Services, Parker Companies, Carl B. Pearl, M.D., Southcoast Commercial, The
Skinnie Magazine, United Commercial Bank
200th Anniversary Circle Sponsors: Dr. and Mrs. Sidney J. Bolch III, Mr. and Mrs. F. Reed Dulany III,
Mr. Joe L. Herring, Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Jepson, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Josh Keller, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin
W. King, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Angus Littlejohn, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Moore, Mr. and Mrs. Mark V. Smith,
Mr. and Mrs. Don L. Waters, Mr. and Mrs. Dwaine L. Willett
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Travel with Telfair
Boston: Destination Art and Culture

Porto, Portugal

Telfair Museums will feature Boston for our popular Director’s Circle
and Melchers Society domestic art and culture tour this fall. Join us for
five nights beginning on September 10 on an itinerary filled with fabulous art and architecture; including the Boston Museum of Fine Arts,
the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, The Institute of Contemporary
Art, The Fogg Museum/Harvard, the Art & Design District, and more.
Telfair is busy curating a fascinating art exploration with grand highlights and unique behind-the-scenes experiences.
Space is limited, so please register early. Contact Catherine Renner
at 912.790.8844 or rennerc@telfair.org for more information.

Boston's Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

Director’s Circle and Gari Melchers Collectors’ Society members
are invited to join Telfair Museums on two adventures this fall.

Portugal: Simply Unforgettable

Sunny, sparkling, and simply filled with palaces and gardens! Join us in Portugal for six nights beginning
October 23, 2019. Popular leader of the 2013 Spain trip, art historian Sofia Barossa, will again lead Telfair
travelers on a luxurious adventure. A three-day Postlude to Porto will also be offered.
Space is limited. Call Linda McWhorter at 912.236.2840 for more details!

Save the Dates
Spring Romance: Quynh Shannon
in concert
Friday, March 22
6pm Concert, 7pm Champagne Toast / Telfair Academy
Join us to hear beloved Savannahian and acclaimed concert pianist Quynh
Shannon play the great Romantics and more—Brahms, Chopin, Debussy,
and Beethoven!
To sponsor the event or purchase tickets, please contact Lauren Grant at
grantl@telfair.org or 912.790.8866.

An Exclusive Telfair Museums’ Event:
A Morning With Martha Stewart
April 25 / Location TBA
Look for more details soon!
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GIVING

Jepson Challenge to raise
$6 million for Telfair
As the new year begins, Telfair Museums is excited to announce a landmark giving initiative that will
ensure the vitality of our buildings, exhibitions, and community programs for generations to come.
Faithful Telfair donors Alice and Bob Jepson, for whom the Jepson Center for the Arts is named, have
issued a matching challenge gift of $3 million toward the future of the contemporary arts space. Any gift
pledged toward this campaign will receive a 1:1 match from the Jepsons—for example, it will effectively
double your $1,000 pledge to $2,000.
What does the Jepson Challenge mean for the future of Telfair Museums? By reaching our $6 million
goal to pay off the museum’s bond debt on the Jepson Center early, the museum will save more than
$205,000 per year in reduced interest and increased operational investment draw over the next two
decades! These savings will be directly applied to museum programming and operations, creating
more high-profile exhibitions, attracting more world-class artists and lectures, broadening the scope of
Telfair’s life-changing education and community outreach initiatives, and preserving our two National
Historic Landmark properties into the 21st century. Exciting, huh?!
Telfair Museums needs your support to make this one-of-a-kind campaign a success! Please consider
making a commitment today, or contact the museum to learn more about how you can extend your
pledge over a five-year period.
For more information, email Molly Taylor at taylorm@telfair.org or call 912.790.8865. You can
make a gift online at any time by visiting telfair.org/donate and designating “Jepson Challenge”
in the comments area. Thank you for considering what you can do to make your art museum
succeed and thrive!

SAVES $1.16M
INTEREST ON DEBT

PRESERVES THE
MUSEUM’S INVESTMENTS
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INCREASES ANNUAL
INVESTMENT DRAW
BY $115K

AVERAGE OPERATIONS
REVENUE INCREASES $150K
YEARLY THROUGH 2031
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SUPPORT! Visit telfair.org/support
SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER! telfair.org
FOLLOW US! @telfairmuseums

Thank you to our Corporate and
Foundation partners for educational,
programming, and exhibition support!
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